A Message from the President

2013 has been an incredibly exciting time for Shin Shin. In March, the Foundation
received a formal approval from the Chinese Ministry of Civil Affairs to establish a
Representative Office in Beijing.  Shin Shin is one of less than 20 foreign NGOs
around the world to receive such an approval from the Chinese central
government! This approval is a recognition and confirmation of years of outstanding
and sustainable contributions, and an opportunity to have a local presence and the
resources to further expand our efforts to help less fortunate and disadvantaged
children in rural China. We are embarking on a new journey in the history of Shin Shin
Educational Foundation!

Now, let us briefly take the time to reflect back on the progress of a number of critical

educational initiatives. Some of these initiatives include:

a) Training of 238 primary school teachers across China to improve their English skills
and gain deeper computer knowledge by taking part in the English and Computer
Teachers Training (ECTT) program. Given this high impact and extremely popular
program, Shin Shin kicked off a 3 ECTT Center located in Jilin Province to better
serve our teachers in the northeast region of China, in addition to our existing
centers in the Hunan and Gansu Provinces.

b) Distributing additional 10,000 books and furbish 6 new libraries and 76 reading
corners of 27 schools in 16 provinces to provide students with better leaming
environment.

c) Continuing to donate additional 43 multimedia units (PC, projector, and screen) to
teachers in 15 provinces who use this equipment to greatly enhance their teaching
environment and make learning more lively.

d) Installation of PC labs in four pilot schools based on the “Virtual Desktop” system
architecture - a lower cost, low energy consumption, and easy to operate and
maintain technology. The intention is to encourage teachers to make full use of
“computing tools” in areas such as “project based” training to improve the learning
experience for students.

e) Partnering with two reputable universities (Fudan and Jilin) for the “University
Students Summer Program”, which will bring care, love, and educational programs
to Shin Shin children.

f) Supporting 45 schools in 15 provinces with funding to improve their physical
facilities and environment — such as sports fields, school fences, and basic
classroom furniture.

g) Continuing on the new school construction (classroom, dormitory, and canteen)
front, there are four more schools in four provinces and autonomous regions
coming.

Overall, tens of thousands of needy children in more than 250 primary schools have

been benefited in rural China.

In order to support these critical projects, significant effort is being invested in the
areas of new volunteer recruitment, training, team building, IT and website
infrastructure, database management, community outreach, and partnership with
educational institutions, enterprises and community organizations. We are delighted to
announce that Dr. Yu Shengquan, Dean of School of Technology and Education,
Beijing Normal University has accepted the invitation to be an advisor for Shin Shin.

Shin Shin volunteers, donors, and supporters are making an impact through personal
contributions and involvement. The culture of the “Family Of One” has been a part of
Shin Shin’s DNA since our beginning, and we will continue this tradition in order to
achieve our mission: to reduce the educational disparity between rural and urban
regions in China. We can change children’s lives for the better, and we can make a
difference!

Yours in Shin Shin Service,
Steve Ting, President
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Shin Shin Minde Elementary School (Tongyu

County, Jilin Province) - eLearning Research Report
Dr. Zhihui Wu (Professor)
Northeast Normal University, College of Rural Education
Humanities and Social Sciences Key Research Base, Ministry of Education

Because of uneven distribution of educational resources, the degree of
educational development shows significant disparity between urban and
rural regions in China. By applying the information technology
applications, equitable and quality educational resources can be provided
to those children in rural areas. It is considered as an important means to
provide effective support for education in rural areas. In view of this, Shin

Shin Educational Foundation has started the pilot initiative based on

"virtual computer lab" model to promote the interactivity and the "project-

based" teaching.

A pilot project site is Minde Shin Shin primary school in Jilin Province.

Based on their “Virtual Computer Lab” and eLearning methodology, a

comprehensive study and survey were conducted and we found that

“Virtual Computer Lab” classroom has accomplished the following:

1) It has provided more access to computers and networking
opportunities for students, improved the students ' ability to apply
information technology, and promoted students' active learning and
independent study.

2) It permits teachers to use information technology to carry out multiple
interactive teachings which have created conditions conducive to
stimulating the teachers/students role exchange, and focus on
improving student learning ability and self-confidence.

3) The applications allow teachers to truly appreciate the challenges of
the ever changing IT development and promote the “Virtual Computer
Lab” as a platform to conduct a variety of school-based teaching and
research activities.

Shin Shin “Virtual Computer Lab” classroom has several advantages
including lower cost, higher efficiency, easier maintenance, and lower
overall power consumption. It addresses the issues of inadequate number
of computers and IT applications in the rural area. It promotes the use of
computers classroom for eLearning teaching and changes the traditional
blackboard teaching phenomenon. In addition, the circular computer
classroom design is conducive for students and teacher/students to
interact. In the computer classrooms environment, we have observed that
the atmosphere is more pleasant, leamning is more effective and
attractive, and thereby it increases the effectiveness of schooling.

A Letter from a Sichuan Student
Yanling Luo, December 24, 2012
Shin Shin Elementary School, Tongde Village, Sichuan, China
Dear Grandpa Lin,
Merry Christmas! Please accept our greetings and blessings
from children in a Sichuan village. Even though we have never
met, we are constantly touched by the love from you and many
others in the United States. Your love and caring fill our hearts
and light up our future. Each day, | think of you when | come to
Shin Shin School, visit our library, glimpse the collection of
books, and spot the newly renovated restroom. | think of you
when | am taught by teachers using the multimedia equipment,
work on the computer, and use the Internet to reach out the
colorful world. | have never seen you but | know of you.
Although only my grandmother living with me, | don'’t feel lonely.
As the principal has said “when our hearts sowed with the
seeds of kindness, it not only illuminates ourselves, it also
illuminates people who are in need of care and help.” On behalf
of all 523 students, my teacher asked me to write to you, and |
am very proud of this. | want to convey their greetings and
blessings to you. | wish you and all Shin Shin aunties and
uncles a merry Christmas. Wish you all well!
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Join Shin Shin, Spread the Love -

Experiences from Computer Teachers Training Program
Teacher Hongjun Lang, July 27, 2013
Liuguan Shin Shin School, Lingchuan County, Jincheng City, Shanxi Province
| took part in the Computer Teachers Training program in Jilin Province sponsored
by Shin Shin Educational Foundation this summer. First of all, | want to thank Shin
Shin and the volunteers for their hard work and devotion to the development of
rural education in China.
This training provides an
excellent opportunity for rural
teachers to improve the level
of education and the
proficiency in  computer.
While the schedule was tight
and the task was demanding,
it was very fulfilling though. |
often used the computer
before this training, but the
computer to me was like a
mystery. After the instructor
explained the computer
architecture systematically, | now have a comprehensive understanding of
computers and networks as well as the application software. Since I've mastered
the use of computers and the Internet, it helps me to search needed educational
resources as well as use them for the multimedia based teaching. This will further
assist my teaching and also play an important role to train rural students in
information technology.
After the training, | not only gained deeper understanding of computer knowledge,
but also learned from Shin Shin volunteers’ down-to-earth pragmatic approach and
their unlimited care and passion for rural education. This realization helps me to
firmly believe in rural education and wholeheartedly devote my sweat and hard
work for it. I'll live up to Shin Shin’s motto which says “to take ten years to grow a
tree, but hundred years to rear people”.
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An Inspiration from a New Volunteer Judy Yang

I'm happy that I've had the opportunity to volunteer at Shin Shin. Shin Shin is
unique because every person here is a volunteer. 'm humbled to be a part of a
group of people who are so committed, hard-working, and friendly while donating
their personal time. Because of the volunteers’ efforts over the last 16 years, Shin
Shin has made a tremendous impact in Chinese rural education.

A Volunteer Teaching Assistant’s Reflections on
the 2013 Changsha ECTT English Program

Kah-Fae Chan, Toronto, Canada
Despite many dire warnings about the suffocating heat and humidity
in Changsha, | actually did quite nicely when | was there in July. Ah,
what can | say about the wonderful group of impossibly youthful
primary school English teachers from all over China to attend the
ECTT! My focus was to facilitate their English conversation practice.
The objective would be that by the end of the ECTT session, every
attendee is able to carry on simple conversations in English. When |
started interacting with the teachers, it occurred to me that they
played a bigger role than just teaching English, given many of the
children’s disadvantaged family conditions. Many children have
absentee parents, and most parents do not have the means to help
their children with school work. The teachers need to serve as
surrogate parents, or provide the emotional support to these young
children. Since then, | kept thinking about how Shin Shin, and all that
it represents. Could the ECTT serve a higher purpose; one of
preparing the teachers for their extended role? In a school
environment where the teachers live the Shin Shin spirit, and the
children will grow up in an environment of love and compassion. The
positive influence on the children would be immeasurable.
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Shin Shin Educational Foundation

China Representative Office Established!
Wei Bi, Qing Bai
In September 2011, the Foundation submitted an
application to the Chinese Ministry of Civil Affairs to
establish a representative office in Beijing, China. In
January 29, 2013 the application was officially approved,
and Shin Shin proudly joins the rank of selected few foreign NGO organizations to receive
such an approval in China.
The Chinese government recognizes Shin Shin’s contributions and achievements to
improve rural elementary school education over the years, and they also appreciate the
unselfish contributions by Chinese Americans as well as supporters of the main stream
community in the United States.
The Representative Office is still in the early stages of development, and it has also raised
high expectation that Shin Shin’s philanthropical effort will achieve greater success. Next,
the Representative Office will begin to engage partners, educational institutions, other
foundations, enterprises, subject matter experts and Overseas Chinese Affairs offices and
Ministry of Education and local educational bureaus. The Representative Office will provide
specific support services to programs such as ECTT, Library/Literacy, e-learning, and
others. It'll also actively recruit more like-minded volunteers in China to strengthen our
team. We will follow the down-to-earth philosophy to grow and achieve the Foundation's
long-term goals.
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partnership with the Shin Shin Educational Foundation. It has
been the only way for our Rotary Club to do the broad range on
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